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Dr. Hossein Nassaji

Professor and Chair of the Department of Linguistics,
University of Victoria, Victoria, BC, Canada.

Research on form-focused instruction:
Issues and challenges

Abstract:

Recent theory and research in second language acquisition
(SLA) has strongly advocated the necessity of attention to
form for successful L2 acquisition. Recently, major advances
have also been made in our knowledge and understanding of
form-focused instruction and its contributions to language
acquisition. However, many questions still remain about how
form-focused instruction works and what factors mediate its
effectiveness. In this talk | will provide an overview of the
major questions and issues that SLA researchers are
currently investigating in this area and their main conclusions.
| will also examine the various research perspectives that they
have employed (including cognitive, discourse-based, and
socio-cultural), as well as the challenges that they have faced
in doing so. | will conclude with the implications of this
examination for L2 classroom research and also attempt to
identify new avenues for future research.
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Hossein Nassaji

Brief Biography:

His teaching and research interests include, form-focused instruction, corrective
feedback, and L2 classroom discourse. His research has been published in
numerous leading journals in the field including Language Learning, Applied
Linguistics, Applied Psycholinguistics, Modern Language Journal, TESOL Quarterly,
and International Review of Applied Linguistics. His recent books are Teaching
Grammar in Second Language Classrooms: Integrating Form-Focused Instruction in
Communicative Context, 2010, Routledge (with Sandra Fotos); and Form-Focused
Instruction and Teacher Education: Studies in Honour of Rod Ellis, 2007, Oxford
University Press (with Sandra Fotos). He is the winner of the twenty-first annual
Kenneth W. Mildenberger Prize of Modern Language Association of America (with
Gordon Wells) and also the recipient of 2012 Faculty of Humanities Award for
Research Excellence, University of Victoria.




