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Motivation: What's the point?

Stephen Ryan F&E 1n recent years, there has been a huge surge in research into the motivation to

s

learn a foreign language, with Japan-based research being prominent in this
development. Unfortunately, much of the research conducted in Japanese
educational settings, particularly in connection to the learning of English, paints
a broadly negative picture based around issues of demotivation. In this talk, I
intend to challenge that negative consensus. First I will present an overview of
some of the key ideas emerging from the new wave of motivation research, and
then, based on an exploration of concepts drawn from positive psychology, I will
go on to reframe language learning motivation in a more optimistic,
educationally friendly light.

[Profile] A professor in the School of Culture, Media and Society at Waseda University, Tokyo. His
research and publications cover various aspects of psychology in language learning, with his
most recent books being The Psychology of the Language Learner Revisited (co-authored with
Zoltan Dornyei) and Exploring Psychology in Language Learning and Teaching, co-authored
with Marion Williams and Sarah Mercer (Oxford University Press)
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